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COMMENTARY
Nigeria hold about 2.2% of worlds total oil revivers on an
average 2,40,000 barrels of crude if being spilled into Nigeria
delta every year due to mechanical failures, human negligence
and pirates attack on crude oil tankers. A wide range of coastal
zone is being polluted in the Nigeria. The Nigeria delta was the
most polluted place on the earth. 17.5 million litres of crude oil
is being spilled in Nigeria Delta and 4.1 million litres of crude
oil is being theft by pirates. There is many more oil split
investigation cases which needs to be reopened.

The massive splits of oil by SHELL Company in 2008 and 2009
have a catastrophic impact. The thick black oil leak in the rivers
for weeks have caused the death of aqua species and also showed
tremendous effect on people who are living in that area (Figure
1). Amnesty Internationals have taken a legal action against this
which was settled out of count by paying 55 million pounds as
compensation.

Figure 1: Massive splits of oil by SHELL Company in 2008 and
2009.

As per the reports by Amnesty Internationals the oil spills
frequency was very high, pollution caused by oil is very high. The
oil spills by Shell and Ente Nazionale Idrocarburi companies
from 2011 to 2017 are shown in Figure 2.

Figure 2: Oil spilt in Nigeria by Shell and Eni companies from
2011-2017.

The reason said by the company’s is that oil spill is being cause
by drilling the pipe lines which is being done by the pirates to
theft the oil. In fact it was proven that the oil spill is being
caused by the corrosion of the pipe lines (Figure 3) and there is
no evidence found that pipe lines are being drilled. The oil
companies are blaming that oil spill are caused by drilling the
pipe lines so that they need not to any kind of compensation.
The detective agencies have sent 89 oil spills reports to the
Nigerian government to reopen the closed investigation.
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Figure 3: The holes which were identified on the pipe line was 
4 mm drilled holes which are uneven and noticed that they 
have occurred only due to corrosion but not by human 
interference.



The oil spill volumes are inaccurate and the companies have 
underestimated the real volume spill. Ente Nazionale 
Idrocarburi oil company has reported 820 oil spills which was 
about 4.1 million litres lost. Shell oil company has reported 17.5 
million litres lost which almost equal to 7 Olympic swimming 
pools (Figure 4).

Figure 5: Evidence of oil spill in the same intervals which was a 
hidden truth.

As per the data from the National oil spill Detection and 
Response agent about 3,364,084.375 litres of oil have been spill 
into Nigeria delta in 2020 which was almost 50% less oil spill 
when compared to 2019. The serious negligence of the 
multinational companies making the Nigerian Delta as most 
polluted place on the earth. They have failed in tackling and 
prevention of oil spill which are being happening in the same 
period of time. Precautionary measures should be taken to 
decrease the oil spills and to save the lives of people.
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Figure 4: The underestimated real oil spill.

In reality it was very worst the companies showed the vastly 
difference to the government of Nigeria. About 1659 oil spill by 
Ente Nazionale Idrocarburi oil company and 1369 oil spill by 
Shell oil company have happened in the same interval of time 
(Figure 5).
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