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DESCRIPTION

The academic journey of archaeologist Peter Bellwood led him
from England to teaching positions halfway across the globe,
first in New Zealand and subsequently in Australia. He has spent
more than 50 years researching how people colonised islands
from Polynesia to Southeast Asia [1].

During his tour, Bellwood offers his own perspective on hotly
debated subjects. But he says so when the facts at hand leaves a
dispute unresolved [2]. Take a look at the first hominids. A brief
mention is made of species that lived at least 4.4 million years
ago or more and whose position as hominids is debatable,
including Ardipithecus ramidus. Bellwood does not make a
determination as to whether the discoveries are from early
hominids or prehistoric apes. Instead, he concentrates on the
African australopithecines, a group of upright but partially
apelike creatures that are likely to have contained populations
that developed into members of our own genus, Homo, between
2.5 million and 3 million years ago [3]. Bellwood makes a strong
case for the idea that the development of larger brains in our
ancestors was influenced by the production of stone tools by the
last australopithecines, the earliest Homo groups, or both.

Bellwood devotes a lot of emphasis to how domestication and
increased food production in Europe and Asia began after 9,000
years ago [4]. He expands on the claim made in his 2004 book
First Farmers, which claims that as early cultivators' populations
grew, they moved to other places in such large numbers that they
dispersed major language families [5]. For instance, Bellwood
argues that farmers from what is now Turkey introduced Indo-
European languages of Europe
approximately 8,000 years ago.

into much shortly after

CONCLUSION

After Homo sapiens emerged, some 300,000 years ago in Africa,
intercontinental migrations grew significantly. Bellwood views
Neandertals, Denisovans, and H. sapiens as separate species that

interbred in specific regions of Asia and Europe. He contends
that Neandertals perished some 40,000 years ago as a result of
mating with individuals from more numerous populations of H.
sapiens, leaving a genetic imprint in modern humans. He does
not, however, address the counterargument that Neandertals
and other Homo populations at this period were too closely
linked to have been separate species and that the evolution of
modern humans was driven by occasional mating among these
dispersed groups.

With a reconstruction of how early agricultural populations
spread through East Asia and beyond, to Australia, a string of
Pacific islands, and the Americas, Bellwood completes his
evolutionary voyage. For instance, seafaring farmers from
southern China and Taiwan brought Austronesian languages to
Madagascar in the west and Polynesia in the east between 4,000
and 750 years ago. What exactly they did to pull off that amazing
achievement is still a mystery.
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