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DESCRIPTION
The transition from geoenergetics to bioenergetics in Earth's 
early biosphere represents a fundamental change that creates the 
path for the emergence of life as we know it today. This change, 
which marked the transition from energy processes controlled by 
geological processes to those regulated by biological systems, is 
represented in the metabolism of one-carbon (C1) compounds 
by prokaryotic organisms [1]. These ancient biochemical 
pathways provide a unique insight into the evolution of life and 
the adaptation of microorganisms to Earth's changing 
environmental conditions. In this short communication, we 
explain how biochemical fossils within prokaryotic one-carbon 
compound metabolism serve as an insight into this ancient 
transition, providing clarity on the evolution of bioenergetic 
systems and their significance for modern bioenergetics.

One-carbon compounds, such as methane, carbon dioxide and 
formaldehyde, are central to the metabolic processes of many 
prokaryotic organisms, including archaea and bacteria. These 
compounds have been present on Earth since the earliest stages 
of the planet’s formation and they were likely involved in the 
earliest forms of life. The pathways through which prokaryotes 
metabolize C1 compounds are varied and complex and they 
represent some of the most ancient and conserved biochemical 
processes in biology [2]. These pathways include the reduction of 
carbon dioxide to form fundamental organic compounds, such 
as acetyl-CoA, as well as the oxidation of methane and other 
simple C1 compounds.

The process by which prokaryotes utilized C1 compounds for 
energy and growth provides an insight into the transition from 
geoenergetic to bioenergetic processes [3]. In the early Earth 
environment, before the emergence of complex biological 
systems, energy was primarily derived from geological processes 
such as volcanic activity and underwater geothermal sources and 
the interaction of sunlight with Earth's atmosphere. However, as 
life evolved, microorganisms began to exploit C1 compounds as

a source of energy, shifting the balance toward biological
processes [4-6].

Biochemical fossils-molecular remnants of ancient biochemical
reactions-serve as valuable markers of this transition. These
fossils include preserved enzyme activities, coenzymes and
metabolites that reflect the ancient metabolic pathways used by
early life forms. For example, certain enzymes involved in the
reduction of carbon dioxide and methane, such as the carbon
monoxide dehydrogenase/acetyl-CoA synthase complex, are
thought to be remnants of early bioenergetic systems. These
enzymes play important roles in modern metabolic pathways but
are also ancient relics of the transition from geoenergetics to
bioenergetics [7,8].

One of the most important aspects of these biochemical fossils is
their role in modern bioenergetics. Despite their ancient origins,
many of the enzymes and cofactors used by prokaryotes to
metabolize C1 compounds have been preserved through
evolution and are present in modern organisms. These enzymes,
such as formate dehydrogenase and methyl-CoM reductase, are
main factors in the central metabolic pathways of many
microorganisms. Their persistence throughout evolution
highlights the importance of C1 compound metabolism in
bioenergetic processes, both in ancient and modern organisms.

The study of these biochemical fossils not only provides insight
into the ancient history of life but also holds implications for
modern bioenergetics research [9]. For example, understanding
the evolution of C1 metabolism in prokaryotes can help
researchers uncover novel metabolic pathways that could be
utilized for biotechnological applications. These pathways may
have potential in fields such as biofuels, carbon capture and
environmental remediation, where the ability to efficiently
process C1 compounds is essential.

Additionally, the transition from geoenergetics to bioenergetics
has major consequences for our understanding of the origin of
life. The change from reliance on geological energy sources to
biological energy systems likely played a significant role in the
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emergence of early life forms. By studying the biochemical fossils
of C1 compound metabolism, scientists can gain valuable
insights into the conditions and processes that led to the
development of the first living organisms on Earth [10].

CONCLUSION
In conclusion, the biochemical fossils present within prokaryotic
one-carbon compound metabolism provide a valuable insight
into the ancient transition from geoenergetics to bioenergetics.
These ancient metabolic pathways, preserved in modern
microorganisms, reflect the evolutionary history of life on Earth
and provide important insights into the origin of life and the
development of bioenergetic systems. Further research into these
biochemical fossils holds potential not only for improving our
understanding of life’s origins but also for advancing modern
bioenergetics and biotechnological applications. As we continue
to explain the ancient biochemistry of C1 metabolism, we reveal
the complex exchange between geology, biology and energy that
shaped the biosphere we depend on today.
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