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Statement of the Problem: According to estimates, eight million metric tons of plastic waste pour into world’s ocean, every year. This crisis is prevailing in all 
countries, including in Indonesia. In the context of Indonesia, this situation is exacerbated by ineffective waste management systems and rapidly urbanizing coastal 
cities. For marine pollution prevention, the Government of Indonesia has committed to an ambitious target of handling 70% of plastic marine debris by 2025 in a 
National Action Plan (NAP) for Handling Marine Debris. The Reducing Marine Debris Program is aligned with this action plan. 

Methodology & Theoretical Orientation: The prime objective of this paper is to present discussion on key initiatives undertaken in Indonesia for preventing ocean 
plastic pollution. It also discusses contribution of Indonesia’s municipalities in sustaining and expanding recycling collection efforts. Secondary data been used in 
this work. Data are largely ‘qualitative’ in nature; they were collected from secondary sources. Method of data analysis is ‘descriptive’.  

Findings: Indonesia contributes nearly 1.29 million metric tons of plastic waste to oceans annually. This situation makes the country the world’s second largest 
ocean polluter. In view of these considerations, local governments are mandated by the Ministry of Environment and Forestry to manage the collection, transport, 
and treatment of solid waste in their communities. In order to reduce ocean plastic pollution, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) works 
with local and national governments, businesses, and civil society for the purpose of implementing sustainable solid waste management (SWM) and recycling 
solutions.

Conclusion & Significance: Municipalities and cities in Indonesia play meaningful role in bolstering sustainability and local self-reliance. Their continued 
engagement is key in sustaining and expanding recycling collection efforts. In order to address ocean plastic pollution, the Government of Indonesia implements 
national-level strategies and policies for SWM through a national action plan. However, private sector participation in reducing plastic waste efforts is crucial.
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