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and lessons learned from 
phase I to IV studies
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Rotavirus is the leading cause of severe diarrhoea in infants and young children, 
accounting for 45% of severe diarrhoeal disease in both developed and developing countries. 
Safe and eff ective rotavirus vaccines are needed to reduce the enormous public health burden 
associated with rotavirus illness, especially in developing countries. Prevention by vaccination 
is considered to be critical for eff ective control of rotavirus infection since it can not be 
prevented with improvements in water and sanitation. Two new rotavirus vaccines- Rotarix 
by GSK and Rotateq by Merck- have been developed. Th e International Centre for Diarrhoeal 
Disease Research, Bangladesh (ICDDR,B) has completed several rotavirus vaccine studies and 
others are ongoing which ranged from phase I to licensure and post marketing evaluation of 
the vaccines. Th e vaccines have been found to be safe, immunogenic and effi  cacious. Findings, 
lessons learned and challenges for successful implementation of these studies will be presented. 
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